Progress in Hematology VII edited by Elmer E Brown MD and Carl V Moore MD pp ix+416 illustrated £10.25 New York: Grune & Stratton 1971 London: Heinemann Medical The latest volume in this now well-known review series deals with the following topics: contrnbution of normal and pathological erythrocytes to blood rheology; interrelationships between erythrocyte metabolites, haemoglobin and the oxygenequilibrium curve; molecular and chemical features of the unstable heemoglobins; hemopoietic action of anabolic steroids; absorption of iron from food and from iron supplements; structure and function of cell surface receptors; platelet function in health and disease; disorders of phagocytic cell function; the human plasma kallikrein-kinin system; instrumentation and automation in clinical hematology; and progress in the leukwmias. The chosen topics are all important and of current interest, and they are covered authoritatively, critically and comprehensively. This volume is well produced, the writing is clear, and the high standard of previous volumes is maintained. It should certainly find a place on the shelves of hematological libraries.
Much of the material is of practical value, both to the clinician and to the laboratory worker. Though, as the editors point out, the immediate clinical usefulness of some of the material may be obscure, the practical applications will be made by those whose minds are prepared to preservation and transfusion of platelets is particularly good. That on thrombosis and atherosclerosis surveys the role of platelets in blood coagulation and thrombosis, and their interactions with the components of the vessel wall. A section on platelets and disease states reviews functional platelet disorders, von Willebrand's disease, chronic idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura, thrombocytosis, and platelets and leukemia. The penultimate section reviews methods of counting platelets and tests of platelet function. Finally, an excellent summary puts the contributions into perspective. Although dated 1971, it seems that the lectures on which this book is based were given during 1969, and it is not really up to date since there are very few references after 1969. Nevertheless the reviews are still valuable and of a high standard, and can be recommended to those interested in platelets. Unfortunately it is rather costly at the price. Lonzdon: Lloyd-Luke This is a most fascinating book containing a wealth of information collected by Dr Warkany over a period of thirty-five years. As the subtitle states, it is a collection of notes and comments, but detail far exceeds this modest title.
The book is divided into parts dealing with general considerations, etiological factors, general disturbances of growth and development, and then describes malformations classified on the various organ systems. It is not justifiable in a short review to pick out any particular section of the book for comment: they are all full of interest. Every congenital malformation that comes to mind is clearly described and beautifully illusstrated; experimental knowledge of the condition is often given in much detail, with a full bibliography.
Any clinician, scientist or research worker treating or investigating congenital malformations will find much to interest and stimulate him in this very comprehensive work. In such an expanding field, there can never be a book without omissions, but Dr Warkany has come close to achieving this, and has provided a book ideal for reference, learning and teaching.
I W BROOMHEAD
Current Problems in Clinical Virology edited by J E Banatvala MA MD mRcpath DPH DCH pp viii +201 illustrated £2.50 Edinburgh andLondon: ChurchillLivingstone 1971 This book contains a wealth of information which, in the editor's words, attempts to highlight problems encountered in everyday practice. These include virus infections of the skin and of the central nervous system, of the respiratory tract in childhood and infections occurring during pregnancy. Hepatitis and gastroenteritis have a chapter each. Virology in general practice is considered and also the use of a virology laboratory. The book concludes with chapters on viral vaccines and the diagnosis of tropical infections which may appear in this country. The contributors clearly have varying ideas of the potential readership and there will not be many who are enthralled from cover to cover. All will certainly profit from judicious sampling, and this is encouraged by the modest price of the book, which might have been even lower without the illustrations. Several of these are unnecessary and others are too poorly reproduced to be really informative. The six volumes of 'Oncology 1970' are without doubt the most ambitious reporting of any medical meeting to date. The congress was attended by 6018 physicians and scientists from all parts of the world, and 1740 papers were presented, covering all aspects of oncology; 398 of these papers are reported in full and these comprise the first 5 volumes, where they have been assembled according to subject matter. The remaining 1342 papers are presented compactly in abstract form in the 6th volume of the series.
Volume 1 is divided into two parts. Part A deals with cellular and molecular mechanisms of carcinogenesis, and Part B with the regulation of genetic expression. The interrelationships of the various facets of fundamental cancer research are skilfully expressed in this comprehensive volume, which is one that no experimental oncologist can afford to ignore. Volume 2 is also concerned with research. It deals with experimental aspects of treatment, in both humans and laboratory animals. Much of this volume is devoted to the design and methodology of clinical trials. As might be expected there is a strong immunological flavour throughout, reflecting the current wave of enthusiasm for this approach to cancer control. This essentially pragmatic volume ends with an interesting account of the theologian's philosophy on cancer research. Volume 3 is concerned with general considerations of the diagnosis and management of cancer. The sections deal successively with mass screening, modern methods of diagnosis, current surgical and radiotherapeutic concepts, the scope of chemotherapy and the all-important subject of rehabilitation of the cancer patient. Volume 4 deals more specifically with the treatment of cancer at individual sites. This volume has been composed most carefully and will be of particular interest to the clinical oncologist. VolumeS brings together ecologist, epidemiologist and educationist and provides a wealth of information on these rapidly expanding areas of oncology. As mentioned, the final volume represents a compilation of the remaining abstracts and is therefore more suited for reference rather than for continuous reading.
The four editors and their associates are to be congratulated on the skilful way in which they have accomplished their mammoth task. Apart from their valuable content, the volumes are elegantly produced, with the right balance of text, tables, illustrations and references. The price is high but not unreasonable and most medical libraries would be advised to purchase the complete set. I would concur, however, with the opinion of another reviewer, that it would be advantageous if the volumes could be purchased separately. Perhaps the publishers will give serious consideration to this suggestion.
IAN BURN
Modern Trends in Orthopaedics -6 edited by A Graham Apley MB BS FRCS pp x+273 illustrated £7.50 London: Butterworths 1972 Nine authors have contributed up-to-date reviews of: postgraduate orthopedic training (in Britain and USA), hypermobile joints, the pathogenesis of osteoarthritis, hand surgery, Perthe's disease, epidurography, and replacement of the hip, knee and elbow joints. The historical reviews in some of the chapters are particularly informative. All the contributions are valuable but I found particularly interesting: the chapters on postgraduate education, on hand surgery and on Perthe's disease. The reserve expressed regarding the current proposals for postgraduate training will I am sure be felt by many; the technique described for thumb lengthening deserves to be better known; and the grading of Perthe's disease allows a more rational approach to treatment.
The quality of production of this book is high but the price may be a deterrent for many to its purchase. W A CRABBE Advances in Surgery, volume 5 edited by Claude E Welch and James D Hardy pp xiv+354 illustrated £8.65 Chicago: Year Book MedicalPublishers 1971 London: Lloyd-Luke This fifth volume of 'Advances in Surgery' covers, in its 8 sections, a variety of important aspects of surgery in which there has been recent significant progress. Alan Parks, the only British author, contributes a detailed chapter on hemorrhoids, which includes advances in the anatomy and
